
GEUKENS  &  DE  V I L  
C O N T E M P O R A R Y  A R T  

	

geukensdevil@geukensdevil.be - www.geukensdevil.com 

	

	
	
	
	
	

SHIRLEY	VILLAVICENCIO	PIZANGO		
Salty	Rain,	this	is	not	a	déjà-vu				

06/05	>	09/06/2018	
	
	
	
The	paintings	by	Shirley	Villavicencio	Pizango	(°1988,	Lima)	–	a	Ghent	based	artist	with	
Peruvian	roots	–	are	vibrating	and	invigorating.		
	
A	crossover	between	her	daily	life	in	Ghent	and	her	inheritance	of	the	South-American	
culture	is	what	defines	her	work.	Pizango	visualizes	her	own	interpretation	of	the	world	
or	more	 specifically,	 of	 the	people	 she	encounters;	no	matter	 if	 they	are	 close	 friends,	
family	or	simple	strangers.		

	
Not	 limiting	 herself	 to	 a	 classical	 approach	 of	
painting,	 her	work	 is	marked	 by	 spontaneity,	 bright	
colors	 and	 the	 elimination	 of	 any	 conventions	
regarding	 perspective.	 It	 reminds	 of	 artists	 such	 as	
Picasso,	 Gauguin,	 Matisse	 but	 also	 Frida	 Kahlo	 or	
Diego	 Rivera	 –	 great	 sources	 of	 inspiration	 for	 the	
young	artist.		
	

Salty	Rain,	this	is	not	a	déjà-vu	 focuses	on	Pizango’s	childhood	memories	of	growing	up	
in	 the	Peruvian	Amazons	and	 the	 impressions	she	 feels	when	returning	–	 impressions	
she	captures	by	means	of	analogue	photography.	The	 title	derives	 from	when	she	was	
little	and	thought	 that	rain	had	a	salty	 flavor,	not	realizing	 it	was	 the	 taste	of	her	own	
sweat	 after	 a	 long	 day	 of	 working	 in	 the	 cacao	 plantations.	 Geometrical	 figures	 and	
vegetal	elements,	line	patterns	referring	to	Nazca	Lines	in	the	desert,	daily	situations	in	
the	Amazon	and	portraits	from	her	family	fill	each	painting,	creating	an	intimate	world	
for	the	viewer	to	enter.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


